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The Holme Burnley,is a magnificent old house that has been standing for centuries, located in 
the bottom of a beautiful valley between steep hills, with miles of walks in the woods. It is easy 
to see why Philip Gilbert Hamerton, a well-known art and architectural connoisseur, who once 
stayed at The Holme, found it so enchanting. The old-world charm that permeates the whole 
atmosphere of the building is still intact today, with its flagged floor, beautiful carvings, rich 
panelling, and mullioned windows. 

The Holme was originally a timbered structure and was rebuilt in stone in 1603, with the West 
Side, containing the priest's hideout, retaining its original form until about 1717. The mid-19th 
century saw many extensions made by Thomas Hordern Whitaker, mostly at the rear of the 
house. The Holme at one time had its own water supply with a sophisticated piping arrangement, 
and it was estimated that in the early 20th century, one ton of coal per week was necessary to 
heat 42 rooms in the winter months. 

The Holme was in the possession of the Whitaker family from 1431 until 1959, when the link 
was broken and the house was bought by Mr. and Mrs. E. Halstead. The Whitakers were a long 
line of scholars, with some of the most illustrious members being Dr. William Whitaker, the 
Cambridge professor of Reformation Days, and Dr. Thomas Dunham Whitaker, who wrote the 
famous "History of Whalley" and was a celebrated antiquary. There was also Robert Nowell 
Whitaker, who was Vicar of Whalley until his death. Dr. William Whitaker was born at The 
Holme in 1547, and it is believed that he was born in the room to the right of the entrance, 
which was later converted into an entertaining room. 

Thomas Dunham Whitaker, the historian, settled at The Holme in 1782, becoming Vicar of 
Whalley and Blackburn. Thomas was very attached to The Holme and is said to have planted 
nearly half a million trees on the estate. He even selected the tree in the grounds from which the 
wood to make his own coffin was used. He provided the funds for the building of the church at 
Holme and Cliviger. 

The last member of the Whitaker family to reside at The Holme was Mrs. Eleanor Macnamara, 
who was the great-granddaughter of Thomas Dunham Whitaker, and whose granddaughter 
Patricia inherited the house on Mrs. Macnamara's death. However, Patricia decided to dispose of 
the property in 1959. 

The Holme has an atmosphere of timeless gentility that has been engendered over the past 
centuries by its background of learning and serenity. Members of distant branches of the 
Whitaker family have visited The Holme frequently in the past, and one such branch that 
emigrated to America generations ago regularly makes the journey to see the ancestral home. 
Finally, it is said that The Holme is haunted by the ghost of a monk or priest who has been seen 
by past members of the household staff who encountered this unknown intruder on an upstairs 
corridor. However, Mr. and Mrs. Halstead are convinced that he is a friendly ghost with no hint 
of mischief or malice. The Holme, with all its history and charm, is a wonderful place to visit 
and experience the ambiance of a bygone era. 


By Donald Jay 


